Can we justify the cost of echocardiography? Lessons from outcomes research.
The inexorable growth in the performance of cardiac imaging studies has led to a significant reduction in reimbursement for these services, which are already being reimbursed at levels that are quite similar to their cost. This paper seeks to apply the principles of analysis of cost-effectiveness to echocardiography. Opportunities are summarized for reducing cost and maximizing effectiveness, and different approaches to defining cost-effectiveness are examined for valvular, myocardial and ischemic indications.